What's Your Catholic IQ?                 by David O'Brien                      Source: CATECHIST, September 2012
1. Separation of church and state means that Christians should keep their opinions to themselves.   True  False

2. ___ is the faith formation process for adults who are seeking to become Catholic.   a) CCD  b)  RCIA  c)  VBS  

d)  A PhD in theology

3. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults climaxes ___  a) when the participants can quote from the Catechism 

 b) when the pastor says so  c) after the final exam in Church history  d) at the Easter Vigil
4. Besides the birth narratives, Luke 2:41-52 records the only story about Jesus’ childhood.  What happens? 

a) Jesus makes the honor roll at Hebrew school    b) Jesus receives his Bar Mitzvah  

c) Jesus is left behind in the Temple in Jerusalem   d) Jesus gets his first video game
5. At Mass, which reading is usually sung?  a) the Gospel  b) the Responsorial Psalm  c) the Old Testament  

d) a letter from St. Paul
6. Through which Sacrament does Jesus continue to forgive our sins?  a) Confirmation  b) Holy Orders  

c) Matrimony  d) Penance and Reconciliation
7. Catholics believe that when we die, we ___  a) are reincarnated  b) become dirt and that’s it  c) are judged 

 d) go to heaven because we are Catholic
8. Before receiving Communion, Catholics should fast for ___ to prepare to receive Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  

 a) 24 hours  b) 1 hour  c) 40 days and 40 nights  d) the walk through the parking lot
9. The saint that is known as the “Little Flower” is  ___.     a) St. Therese of Lísìeux  b) St. Teresa of Ávila  

c) St. Rose of Lima  d) Mother Teresa of Calcutta
10. The New Testament replaced the Old Testament.  True  False
11. “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his ___, and follow me. For whoever wishes to ___ his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.”  a) cross, save  b) Bible, control 

 c) rosary, protect  d) prayer book, improve
12. When we receive Communion, the Church encourages us to ___ as a gesture of reverence to recognize Christ’s True Presence in the Blessed Sacrament.  a) receive on our knees at the altar rail b) lay prostrate before the priest  

c) genuflect right before receiving  d) bow our head
13. When Moses encountered God on Mt. Sinai, God gave him the ___.
a) plan for freeing the Jewish slaves of Egypt  b) Ten Commandments  c) map to the Promised Land  d) recipe for matzah bread  
14. Worldwide, Catholic elementary and secondary schools number nearly ___.    a) 25,000  b) 20 million  c) 135,000  d) 1,500
15. Most children celebrate First Reconciliation and First Communion when they are in ___.  a) eighth grade  b) second grade  c) first grade  d) senior high
16. The Great Schism of 1054 refers to the break between the Roman Catholic Church in the West and the ___ in the East.  a) Orthodox Church  b) Baptist Church  c) Muslims  d) Martin Luther
17. In the Eucharist, Catholics believe that the bread and wine become the body and ___ of Christ.    a) blood  b) love 

 c) memory  d) teaching
18. Saint Paul was knocked off his horse when he encountered Christ on the road to Damascus.  True  False 
19. The Sistine Chapel at the Vatican was painted by master artist ___.  a) Leonardo da Vinci  b) Pablo Picasso  

c) Michelangelo Buonarroti  d) Raphael Sanzio
20. In the Bible, the ___ specifically tell about Jesus’ life and ministry.  a) books of the Old Testament  b) Psalms  c) Proverbs 

 d) Gospels
ANSWERS KEY

1. False. The Constitution of the United States prohibits religious control over the government and government control over religions. As citizens in a democracy, people of all faiths are expected to participate in public debate over the common good (see Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 1913-1915).
2. b) Throughout the universal Church, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the official process for those seeking to become Roman Catholics.
3. d) During the Easter Vigil, catechumens and candidates receive the Sacraments of Christian Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. In the weeks that follow, they gather to reflect on and discuss (mystagogy) their experience of becoming and living as Catholics.
4. c) Other gospels not included in the Bible recount stories about Jesus’ childhood, but these gospels were not approved by the Church.
5. b) Written mostly by King David (78 out of  the 150), psalms are songs and should be sung. Jesus would have become very familiar with the psalms when he was growing up.
6. d) In instituting the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation (confession), Jesus made it possible for us to receive and celebrate his forgiveness throughout the ages (see John 20:23; see CCC, n. 976). Forgiveness of sins is also a part of the Sacraments of Baptism (see CCC, n. 1213), Eucharist (see CCC, n. 1416), and Anointing of the Sick (see CCC, n. 1532).
7. c) “The New Testament…affirms that each will be rewarded immediately after death in accordance with his works and faith. The parable of the poor man Lazarus and the words of Christ on the cross to the good thief speak of a final destiny of the soul: …either entrance into the blessedness of heaven—through a purification or immediately—or immediate and everlasting damnation” (CCC, nos. 1021-1022).
8. b) “A person who is to receive the Most Holy Eucharist is to abstain for at least one hour before Holy Communion from any food and drink” (Canon n. 919; see CCC, n. 1387).
9. a) Saint Therese of Lísìeux considered herself God’s simple, hidden little flower, not as grand as the rose or the lily yet equally important to God.
10. False. “The unity of the two Testaments proceeds from the unity of God’s plan and his Revelation. The Old Testament prepares for the New and the New Testament fulfills the Old; the two shed light on each other; both are true Word of God”  (CCC, n. 140).
11. a) For all the blessings of being a disciple of Christ, Jesus is also very clear that living his gospel of love will require focused dedication and sacrifice.
12. d) Church teaching (Eucharisticum Mysterium. n. 34 and Inaestimabile donum) has called for an act of reverence since 1967. In 2002, the bishops of the United States recommended a simple bow (see General Instruction of the Roman Missal, n. 160).
13. b) Moses is honored by both Jews and Christians because God spoke to him directly and gave him the Ten Commandments on tablets (see Exodus 20) written by God himself (see Exodus 32:16).
14. c) Between 1997 and 2008, a dozen new primary schools opened every week—86,505 to 93,315. Catholic secondary schools also grew from 34,849 to 42,234—an increase of 13 schools each week (Catholic World Report, May 2011).
15. b) Saint Pius X changed the year for these Sacraments to the “age of reason,” when children become capable of moral responsibility.
16. a)  Disputes over theology and papal authority fueled this split that has yet to be healed despite common beliefs about the Eucharist.
17. a) “Under the consecrated species of bread and wine Christ himself, living and glorious, is present in a true, real, and substantial manner: his Body and his Blood, with his soul and his divinity” (CCC, n. 1413).
18. False. The account never mentions a horse, even though artists have often included one in their depictions of the account (see Acts of the Apostles 9:1-19).
19. c) Painted between 1508-1512, this masterpiece of Renaissance art includes the Last Judgment of Matthew 25 and the image of God’s and Adam’s fingers touching at the moment of creation.
20. d) Although the entire Bible points to Christ, the Gospels speak specifically about the details of Jesus’ birth, teachings, ministry, and passion, death, and Resurrection.

